
HI -Y Alive  
                Imagination Library  

Getting Started - 
 
¶ HI-Ys offer your help!  Contact your local library or 

Robin Taylor at the WV Department of Education and 
the Arts, Robin.J.Taylor@wv.gov. 

¶ It all begins when leaders in a community decide they 
want to bring the program to all of the preschool 
children in their area.  

¶ Have your HI-Y become a HI-Y partner with 
Imagination Library to help promote the program, help 
recruit and register children and assist with the launch 
of new Imagination Library programs in local libraries. 

¶ Individual students may join the League of Extraordinary Teens.  Teens volunteer ten 
(10) hours at their local library, register ten children for Imagination Library plus volunteer 
an additional ten (10) hours hosting reading story hour for children or tutoring children in 
reading. 

HI -Y Leadership Center hi -y@hi-y.org  

Dollywood Foundation  
Dolly Partonõs Imagination Library 
 
Educators have emphasized the fact that reading 
with your preschool child is the single most 
important activity to prepare a child for school. 
Dolly Parton created her Imagination Library to 
guarantee access to books and to inspire parents 
to read to their children as much as possible.  
 
Dolly Partonõs Imagination Library was launched in 
1996 for preschoolers in Sevier County, 
Tennessee, as a gift of encouragement for the 
children of her Smoky Mountain homeland.  

The Department of Education and the 

Arts provides statewide leadership 

and innovation, enhancing arts and 

minds throughout West Virginia. 

Composed of five agencies and a 

number of special programs 

originating from the Cabinet 

Secretaryôs Office, the Department 

seeks to reinforce the rich heritage of 

culture, education and artistic creation 

in West Virginia. Education and the 

Arts celebrates the resilience of the 

ñMountain Characterò through public 

broadcasting, libraries, rehabilitation, 

professional development, community 

volunteerism and culture and history.  

mailto:Robin.J.Taylor@wv.gov
mailto:hi-y@hiy.org


 Ohio-West Virginia YMCA  
P.O. Box 239 

Pt. Pleasant, WV  25550 
304.675.5899 
www.hi-y.org 

McDowell County Celebrates Second Birthday  
 

McDowell County celebrated their second birthday on August 5, 
2009.  Currently, they have 1,243 children enrolled in 
�,�P�D�J�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���/�L�E�U�D�U�\�������+�H�U�H�¶�V���W�R���D���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���W�K�L�U�G���\�H�D�U���I�R�U��
McDowell County!  
 

Roane County  
 

On August 31, 2009, Imagination Library launched in Roane 
County at Heritage Park.  Organizations in attendance included 
the Roane County libraries, Roane County WIC, Roane County 
Schools, PATCH, and local churches.  Tom E. Boy the clown 
also performed a magic show! Teenagers who took theatre in 
the summer reading program at PATCH acted out The Little 
Engine That Could.  PATCH also hosted their First Annual Chili 
Cookoff.  They had four competitors in the chili competition. 

2010 New Imagination Library Launches  
 
February 25 Hancock  February 26 Brooke 
March 18 Ohio  March 19 Marshall 
April 8  Wetzel  April 9  Tyler 
 

New launches will be announced throughout the year. 

For more information visit:  

www.imaginationlibrarywv.org  

www.imaginationlibrary.com  

Counties Currently Participating �²  
 
McDowell County - McDowell Public Library, Northfork Public 
Library, Bradshaw Public Library, Iaeger Public Library, War 
Public Library, McDowell County Schools, McDowell County 
WIC 

Lincoln County - Hamlin Public Library, Alum Creek Public 
Library, Branchland Public Library, Lincoln Primary Care, 
Lincoln County Schools, Lincoln County WIC 

Clay County - Clay Public Library, Clay County Schools, Clay 
County WIC 

Barbour County - Belington Public Library, Philippi Public 
Library, Barbour County Head Start, NCWVCAA, Barbour 
County WIC 

Mingo County - Coalfield Community Action Partnership, 
Delbarton Public Library, Matewan Public Library, Gilbert Public 
Library, Kermit Public Library, Williamson Public Library, Mingo 
County WIC 

Webster County - Webster-Addison Public Library, Cowen 
Public Library, Mt. CAP Starting Points and Childcare Center, 
Webster County WIC 

Mason County  - Mason County libraries, Mason County WIC, 
Mason County Board of Education, Mason County Family 
Resource Network 

Braxton County  - Sutton Public Library, Gassaway Public 
Library, Burnsville Public Library, Braxton County WIC, Braxton 
County Schools, Mountain Lakes Amphitheater 

Calhoun County  - Calhoun County Public Library, Calhoun 
County Family Resource Network, Calhoun County WIC, 
Calhoun County Schools 

Summers County - Summers County Public Library, Summers 
County REACHH, Summers County WIC, Summers County 
Schools 

Wirt County - Dora B. Woodyard Memorial Library, Wirt 
County WIC, Wirt County Schools, Wirt County CRI 

Roane County - Roane County Public Library, Geary Library, 
Walton Public Library, Roane County WIC, Roane County 
Schools 

Wyoming County - Wyoming County Public Library, Mullens 
Public Library, Hanover Public Library, Oceana Public Library, 
Wyoming County WIC, Wyoming County Schools 

Wahama HI-Y and Pt. Pleasant HI-Y help launch Mason 
County Imagination Library. 


