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Hello, my name is Brittney.  I have been a counselor here at Camp 

Horseshoe for 3 years now and I was a YOC camper for 7 years as a child.  

Horseshoe has opened my eyes to so many things.  As a camper it was very 

fun, but as a counselor it is eye opening. 

 As a counselor I see kids come here who on the outside may seem like 

ordinary kids, but as the week goes on you learn more about them, the 

challenges they have to face such as abuse, foster homes, parents in jail, and 

so on.  I love being on staff at Horseshoe because I see the difference 

IƻǊǎŜǎƘƻŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ƪƛŘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŦŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ 

to be themselves here, they can forget about their worries here, they have fun, 

they have a full meal for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, they know that we care 

and are here for them.  It is so rewarding just being able to show these kids 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿays have to be so hard.  This camp is 

worth more than words can describe to the lives of these kids who may have 

come with nothing but are given something that will let them know that 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎŀǊŜǎΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΧǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊam 

and please be at peace and know you are helping make a HUGE difference in 

ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  L ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƳƛƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧƻȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

eyes when they realize they are safe and can be themselves here at Camp 

Horseshoe.        

Brittney Betler, Parsons  

Fairmont State University 

 

  

 

Letters from Horseshoe YOC camp counselors to Governor & Mrs. Manchin, members of 

the Legislature and others who make YOC camp possible share the value of YOC in the 

lives of needy West Virginia boys and girls and the future of our state. 

 



I had never heard of Camp Horseshoe until a friend of mine found out that I was looking for a job 

and suggested that I should be a counselor here.  Taking his advice was one of the best decisions I have 

ever made.  Seeing kids come to camp with next to nothing and spend a week away from the fears and 

worries of their everyday lives has been a life-changing experience for me.  It has been an honor to share 

this summer with children who deserve a chance to have fun and just be a kid.  Your decision to fund this 

program is truly an investment in the future of our state and the world.  I personally thank you because I 

ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǘ ŎŀƳǇ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

Zachary Paugh, Belington 

West Virginia Institute of Technology 

 

 Thank you for your sponsorship of the YOC program.  Throughout my weeks here, I have seen 

many things that have made me believe in this camp.  I have seen kids arrive who had never eaten at a 

ǘŀōƭŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊǿŀǊŜΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ 

anything right leave having seen that they can accomplish anything.  I have seen kids cry on the day they 

have to leave, and I have heard them ask to stay.  This program is one of the most meaningful things 

that I have ever been a part of.  Thank you again for making this possible.  

Rory Beck, St. Marys 

Wheeling Jesuit University 

L ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ {Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ŎŀƳǇ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΦ  LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ 

since the age of 8 and so far this has become my favorite camp, probably not due to the facilities but due 

to the good this camp does to children.   

 Some of these kids have a heartbreaking past, and when they come to camp (many for the first 

time) they get a break from all the troubles they may have.  At the end of the week, we get a lot of kids 

begging us for an extra week at camp. 

 When working in other camps, we usually get a lot of homesick kids, especially among the 

ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƻƴŜǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀƳǇ ŘǊŀǿǎ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

happiness, hope, and strength in their hearts.   

 L ŀƳ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜΦ  There is no bigger payment than seeing these kids 

having fun.  For all of these things, I am really thankful for all the help you give. 

 I wish you have felt a little bit of what I feel by reading this letter:  Rejoice.  Thank you, once 

again, for everythƛƴƎΦ  {ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΧ 

Javier Lopez, Montenegro Ramil  

Madrid, Spain 

  

 



 I have met Governor and Mrs. Manchin on several occasions through WVU Cheerleading.  That 

being said, I am going to elaborate a little on why I decided to spend my summer at YMCA Camp 

Horseshoe.   

 With a busy schedule throughout the school year, I was desperate ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭ 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  vǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎ ŀǘ IƻǊǎŜǎƘƻŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛǘΣ 

not for the money, but for the rewarding experience. 

 Coming up on our final week of YOC, I cannot fully explain all of the wonderful things that 

happen here at Horseshoe.  The children who attend desperately need someone to listen and try to 

understand them.  They need structure because a lot of them have not been taught to eat with 

silverware or how to bathe properly.  With your help, Horseshoe provides these things as well as many 

others for the kids. 

 This camp is unlike any I have ever attended and it accomplishes wonderful things.  I have never 

witnessed such a dramatic change in attitude before I came here.  Thank you for continuing to believe in 

/ŀƳǇ IƻǊǎŜǎƘƻŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  L Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 

part of.  See you at Marshall! 

 Thanks again. 

WŀǉǳŜƭƛƴŜ άbƛƪƪƛέ McVey, Elizabeth 

West Virginia University (2010) 

 

 Summer camps were a big part of my childhood.  I would not be the person I am today if it 

ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ŎŀƳǇ L ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  L decided to work at Camp 

IƻǊǎŜǎƘƻŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ ŘƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ  L 

was told it would be the hardest job I would ever love, but I had no clue what was in store for me when 

YOC camp approached. 

 I have faced many challenges of the summer.  Hearing the struggles some of these children face 

is heartbreaking.  But knowing I had the chance to make their lives better, and give them hope of a 

future much different from the lives they currently live is tǊǳƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳέ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

enough to express how much your support is appreciated.  YOC camp is a wonderful investment and has 

changed the lives of many. 

Lauren Fissel, Cairo 

Glenville State College 

 

  

 



 Thank you for continuing to fund our YOC program each year.  I have been a volunteer and 

counselor for several years now and see a change in most of these children every year.  Each week, I 

watch these kids walk through the door with only a small backpack holding all of their belongings.  I 

know that by the end of the week they are going to be changed and leave with a lot more than they 

came with; knowing that is what brings me back every year. 

 I have seen children that would not say one word or participate in any activities.  By midweek 

here at camp, they are up singing songs, participating in all the activities, making friends, and most of 

all, they have smiles on their faces.  I know that this may not be a lot for some, but from my perspective, 

this is the best week most of these children will ever have.  So once again, thank you very much for your 

support of this YOC program here at Camp Horseshoe. 

Carol McCauley, Parsons 

Marshall University 

 The lives that you have helped change cannot be measured in monetary terms.  I have seen 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ 

activities.  Over their week here, they slowly break that shell and begin to talk and play with others.   

 Watching them become a team is a sight in itself.  They learn life lessons, such as respect and 

trust.  It really does help these kids and I can see a bright future from their experiences here. 

Joshua Lipscomb, St. George 

 Alderson-Broaddus College 

 

 Thank you so much for your continuing support for YOC Camps at Camp Horseshoe.  Your 

investment to send the kids of WV is most definitely worth it.  This summer I have had conversations with 

campers about their experiences at camp and why they love it.  Each with a different story, yet they all 

love camp for the same general reason.  It is their week to have fun, to escape and be away from the 

pain and confusion at home that no young child should have to know about.  Kids have fun and laugh 

without having to worry about anything bad happening.   

 It is true when they say this is the hardest job you will ever love.  Hard in the sense of hearing the 

hurting stories of young children, but knowing that we have the opportunity to touch their lives and give 

them a week of fun they will always remember.  And in return, we are touched by them as well. 

 {ƻ ǿƘŜƴ LΩƳ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ¸h/ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΣ L ǎŀȅ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ά¸9{Ηέ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ άǘƘŀƴƪ 

ȅƻǳέ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳr continuing support and investment. 

Whitney Ridenour, Kingwood 

Mt. Vernon (OH) Nazarene University 

 

  

 



 ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ¸h/ ƛǎ 

about or even if it works.  I promise you that we have brightened the lives of many children over the 

course of this summer.  This place is just amazing because iǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōƛƎ 

difference. 

 Once a week, we go out in the woods, make a fire, and have ǎΩƳƻǊŜǎ for the kids.  When we are 

done and head back to the cabin, I have kids tell me that this is the best day of their lives.  It is amazing 

to me that something so small can do this for a child. 

 ¸h/ /ŀƳǇ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƪƛŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƻƴŜ ōƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

their problems at home.  Once again, I thank you for your support of this wise investment. 

Jasper Twyman, Elizabeth 

West Virginia University 

 Thank you for everything that you do to help Camp Horseshoe and the YOC Camps.  During these 

ŎŀƳǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ they have 

at home ς they can be themselves and have fun for one week.  I have seen a lot of kids come into this 

camp with nothing and leave like they were just given everything in the world.  I have been to Camp 

Horseshoe as a camper and to me this camp has changed my life in so many ways.   

 Lƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ IƻǊǎŜǎƘƻŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻƴŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

watching them become well-mannered children.  So once again, thank you for helping give these kids 

their one week of freedom at Camp Horseshoe. 

Dusty McCauley, St. George 

 Tucker Co. High School 

 

 First, I would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to work with YOC children on a daily 

basis.  The opportunity that children have at Horseshoe to be in a safe environment and learn manners 

along with new skills has the potential to be life changing.  Just last week as I was building a sand castle 

with a 12-ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎŀōƛƴΣ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǎŎŀǊƛŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ 

ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ bƛŎƻƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ 

dream of wanting to be a musician and not make the mistakes that her parents made.  From our 

conversation, I learned that Nicole is not surrounded by positive influences in her daily life.  Having a 

week at Camp Horseshoe with positive role models encouraged her to continue making the right choices 

despite the environment that she may live in.  It was quite humbling to see that just a little 

encouragement in the right direction can go a long way.  Again, thank you for allowing me the privilege 

to positively influence the youth of West Virginia.  Sincerely, 

Amy Joy, Defiance, OH  

St. Paul School of Theology 

 

  

 



 This is my second year at YOC, and I can assure you that it is worth every penny of the $100,000 

investment.  I came back because the change you see in these children is better than any summer job I 

could have at home.  There was not one child in my cabin last year who did not learn something from the 

experience and many of them told me it was the best week of their life. 

 Thank you so much for supporting the YOC program; it obviously benefits the 7-12 year olds, but 

it has certainly had an impact on my life as well. 

Jaci Goodwin, Elizabeth 

 Wirt Co. High School 

 

 First, I want to start off by saying thank you for making it possible for me to come and work at 

camp this summer.  Your support makes a difference not just to one kid, but to hundreds.  When I first 

came to camp, I was a camper and I was so nervous.  I had no idea that when I drove into the open gate 

that it ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ  bŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΦ  L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ Ǉǳǘ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŦŀŎŜǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƛƴŜΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƴȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜ 

at Horseshoe.  And I truly thank you for all of them. 

Sincerely, 

Jamie Leigh Reichert, Pineville 

Concord University 

 This is my first year volunteering for YOC.  I wanted to come back to try to make camp as life 

changing as it has been for me.  Though this is only my first year volunteering for YOC, I am very excited 

to see how much the campers develop and learn while here at Camp Horseshoe.  I know personally it has 

changed my life and I only hope to give these kids the same experience.  Thank you very much for the 

funding. 

άWƻƘƴέ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ tŀƛƴǘŜǊ, Parsons 

Tucker Co. High School 

 

 Your investment in YOC Camp is well worth it for the children ς hands down.  This camp changed 

Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΤ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ¸h/ ŎŀƳǇΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ  LΩǾŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ the HI-Y 

ŎŀƳǇǎ ōǊŜŀƪ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎΤ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŎǊȅ 

because they had to leave this place. 

 The YOC camps bring children who have been abused, neglected, raped, and beaten to this place 

and they geǘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΦ  LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ 

some of them change dramatically here.  They are so happy by the end of the week, and during awards, 

ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ Ǝƭƻǿ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƻǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ Ǉƻǎsible. 

 I watched a camper (Zach J.) during the award ceremony.  He was amazed when we gave him 

ǘƘŜ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ !ŎǊƻōŀǘέ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ  L ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ LΩƭƭ Ǌemember the most.   

 ¸ƻǳǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  LΣ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

Zachary Snyder, Parsons 

 Alderson-Broaddus College 

Marshall University 



 

 ά¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΧŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǉǳƻǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀƴƎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Dining Hall at Camp Horseshoe, supports the YOC goal.  The YOC campers learn throughout the week 

that life is more than material; it is about diligence, respect, and love.  Although the campers learn this 

slowly, by the end of the week, they are changed youth.   

 In turn, those youth will someday grow to be adults ς adults who change the world.  Without this 

experience to grow, the campers may never reach their fǳƭƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¸h/ 

Camp will impact their lives, as well as those in the current society.  So, thank you, from the bottom of 

my heart. 

Meredith Runkle, Catonsville, MD 

 Heritage Instructional Services 

 

 Hello, my name is James Hensley.  I will be a senior next year at RCHS.  I volunteered a week at 

YOC Camp because it is a requirement for the Youth Action Council.  That week changed my life! 

 I saw kids who were underprivileged and it made me think how good I have it made and how 

upsetting it is to see kids struggle for basic needs.  Some boys in my cabin came with nothing more than 

the clothes on their backs.  I put my full effort into making their YOC experience the best I could.  I got 

attached to them and when they left, I was very distraught.   

 bƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ 

like to spend my time, than helping and supporting the YOC cause. 

 Is the investment worth it?  Absolutely!  This pƭŀŎŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ƪƛŘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƪƛŘǎ 

ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ  bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎΦ   

 The future is the youth and YOC prepares the youth for the future. 

James Hensley, Newton 

Roane Co. High School 

 

  

 



 This is my first year working with YMCA Camp Horseshoe.  I heard it was a program that really 

helped change the lives of children, and would change mine as well.  I took it with a grain of salt and 

worked, not seeing how much of a difference I could make.  I worked mostly with the younger age 

groups, so it was fun coming up with new ways to get them excited about things such as brushing their 

ǘŜŜǘƘ όǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦύ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

sweeteǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŜǘΣ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ōǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōŜŘΗέ  L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ 

ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇΚέ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣ άbƻΣ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ōǊǳǎƘ Ƴȅ ǘŜŜǘƘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ  L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΗέ  !ǎ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǘǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƻƻǘƘΣ L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ these small 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 

for a week, they can escape the abuse, neglect, and sadness in their lives and enjoy this little slice of 

heaven and just be a kid. 

 L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ 

ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǇŜƴŘ Ƴȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ here changing the lives of these children.  If you ever 

get the chance to visit you should make your way over and see that it truly is almost heaven.  Thank you 

so much for your support. 

Allison Gasti, Morgantown 

Fairmont State University 
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