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YMCA Camp Horseshoe
Ohio-West Virginia YMCA
Rt.2 Box138, Parsons, WV 26287

Letters from Horseshoe YOC camp counselors to Governor & Mrs. Manchin, mem
the Legislature and others who make Yéa@\p possible share the value of YOC in't
lives of needy West Virginia boys and girls and the future of our state.

Hello, my name is Brittney. | have been a counselor here at Camg
Horseshoe for 3 years now and | was a YOC camper for 7 yearsilds a ch
Horseshoe has opened my eyes to so many things. As a camper it was v:
fun, but as a counselor it is eye opening.

As a counselor | see kids come here who on the outside may seen
ordinary kids, but as the week goes on you learn more about,ttiem
challenges they have to face such as abuse, foster homes, parents in jail,
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so on. | love beingn staff at Horseshoe because | see the difference = -y,
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to be themselves hie, they can forget about their worries here, they have fi 2
they have a full meal for breakfast, lunch, and @nrnhey know that we care -:
andare here for themlt is so rewardingustbeing able to show these kids 5
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worth more than words can describe to the lives of these kids who may he s
come with nothing but are given something that will let them know that :
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and please be at peace and know you are helping make @Hlifference in ’:
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eyes when they realize they are safe and can be themselves here at Cam
Horseshoe.

Brittney Betler, Parsons
Fairmont State University
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I had never heard of Camp Horseshoe until a friend of mine found out that | was looking for a job
and suggested that | should be a counselor here. Taking his advice was one of the best thaistons
ever made. Seeing kids come to camp with next to nothing and spend a week away from the fears and
worries of their everyday lives has been adifienging experience for me. It has been an honor to share
this summer with children who deserve aobe to have fun and just be a kid. Your decision to fund this
program is truly an investment in the future of our state and the world. | personally thank you because |
KIS aSSy G4KI4G S@Sy 2yS ¢6SS{U F+d OFYL OFy YI1S | R
Zachary Paugh, Belington
West Virginia Institute of Technology

Thank you for your sponsorship of the YOC program. Throughout my weeks here, | have seen

many things that have made me believe in tasp. | have seen kids arrive who Im&dler eaten at a
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anything right leave having seen that they can accomplish anything. | have seen kids cry on the day they
have to leave, and | have heard thask to stay. This program is one of the most meaningful things
that | have ever been a part of. Thank you again for making this possible.

Rory BeckSt. Marys

Wheeling Jesuit University
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since the age of 8 and so far this has become my favorite camp, probably not due to the facilities but due
to the good this camp does to children.

Some of tiese kids have a heartbreaking past, and when they come to camp (many for the first
time) they get a break from all the troubles they may have. Atthe end of the week, we get a lot of kids
begging us for an extra week at camp.

When working in other campgie usually get a lot of homesick kids, especially among the
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happiness, hope, and strength in their hearts.
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having fun. For all of these things, | am really thankful for all the help you give.
| wish you have felt a little bit of what | feel by reading this letter: Rejoice. Thank you, once
again, for everyth y 3 @ {AYyOSNEBf &x
JavierLopez, Montenegr&amil
Madrid, Spain




| have metGovernor and Mrs. Manchion several occasions through WVU Cheerleading. That
being said, | am going to elaborate a little on why | decided to spend my sushMBICA Camp
Horseshoe.

With a busy schedule throughout the school year, |desperateF 2 NJ | 0 N
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not for the money, but for the rewairt experience.

Coming up on our final week of YOC, | cannot fully explain all of the wonderful things that
happen here at Horseshoe. The children who attigperatelyneed someone to listen and try to
understand them. They need structure becausd aflthem have not been taught to eat with
silverware or how to bathe properly. With your help, Horseshoe provides these things as well as many
others for the kids.

This camp is unlike any | have ever attended and it accomplishes wonderful things.névew
witnessed such a dramatic change in attitude before | came here. Thank you for continuing to believe in
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part of. See you at Marshall!

Thanks gain.
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West Virginia University (2010)

Summer camps were a big part of my childhood. | would not be the person | am today if it
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was told it would be the hardest job | would ever love, but | had no clue what wasdfiostore when
YOC camp approached.

| have faced many challenges of the summer. Hearing the struggles some of these children face
is heartbreaking. But knowing | had the chance to make their lives better, and give them hope of a
future much different from the lives they currently liveNdizt @ aA Iy A FA Ol y i @ ¢tKS 42N
enough to express how much your support is appreciated. YOC camp is a wonderful investment and has
changed the lives of many.
LaurenFissel, Cairo
Glenville State College




Thank you for continuing to fund our YOC program each year. | have been a volunteer and
counselor for several years now and see a change in most of these children eveBagbaneek, |
watchthesekids walk through the doawith only a small backpadtolding allof their belongings. |
know that by the end of the week they are going to be changed and lei#tv a lot more than they
came wih; knowing thatis what brirgs me back every year.

I have seen children that would not say one word or partieipaany activities. By midweek
here at camp, they are up singing songs, participating in all the activities, making friends, and most of
all, they have smiles on their faces. | know that this may not be a lot for some, but from my perspective,
this is he best week most of these children will ever have. So once again, thank you very much for your
support of this YOC program here at Camp Horseshoe.

CarolMcCauley, Parsons
Marshall University

The lives that you have helped change cannot be measured in monetary terms. | have seen
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activities. Over their week here, they slowly break thali simel begin to talk and play with others.
Watching them become a team is a sight in itself. They learn life lessons, such as respect and
trust. It realy does help these kids and | can see a bright future from their experiences here.
JoshudLipscombSt. George
AldersonBroaddus College

Thank you so much for your continuing support for YOC Camps at Camp Horseshoe. Your
investment to send the kids of WV is most definitely worth it. This summer | have had conversations with
campers about their experiences at camp and why they loveath with a different story, yet they all
love camp for the same general reason. It is their week to have fun, to escape and be away from the
pain and confusion at home that no young child shdwalde to know about. Kids have fun and laugh
without having to worry about anything bad happening.

It is true when they say this is the hardest job you will ever love. Hard in the sense of hearing the
hurting stories of young children, but knowing tivé have the opportunity to touch their lives and give
them a week of fun they will always remember. And in return, we are touched by them as well.
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Whitney RidenourKingwood
Mt. Vernon(OH)NazarendJniversity
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about or even if it works. | promise you that we have brightened the lives of many children over the
course of this summefThis place is just amazing becau$e idza S& GKS Gt AdGt S GKAy3Ia:
difference.
Once a week, we go out in the woods, make a fire, and aRey” XdWiBeikids. When we are
done and head back to the cabin, | have kids tell me that this is the best day of their livemaktirsgya
to me that something so small can do this for a child.
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their problems at home. Once again, | thank you for your support of this wise investment.
Jasper Twymarklizabeth
West Virginia University

Thank you for everything that you do to help Camp Horseshoe and the YOC Camps. During these
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at homec they can be themselves and have fun for one week. | have seen a lot of kids come into this
camp with nothing and leave like they were just given everything in the world. | have been to Camp
Horseshoe as a camper and to me this ca@pdhanged my life in so many ways.
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watching them becomwell-mannered children. So once again, thank you for helping give these kids
their one week of freedomt&amp Horseshoe.

Dusty McCauleyst. George
Tucker Co. High School

First, I would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to work with YOC children on a daily

basis. The opportunity that children have at Horseshoe to be in a safe environment and learn manners
along with new skills has the potential to be life obgg. Just last week as | waglding a sand castle
withal2e8 S NJ 2f R Ay Y& OloAys &aKS t221S8SR dzLJ G YS | yR
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dream of wanting to be a musician and not make the mistakes that her parents made. From our
conversation, | learned that Nicole is not surrounded by positive influences in her daily life. aHaving
week at Camp Horseshwith positive role models encouragedrtto continue making the right choices
despite the environment that she may live in. It was quite humbling to see that just a little
encouragement in the right direction can go a long way. Again, thank you for allowing me the privilege
to positively infuence the youth of West Virgini&incerely,

Amy JoyDefiance, OH
St. Paul School of Theology




This is my second year at YOC, and | can assure you that it is worth every penny of the $100,000
investment. | came back because tenge you see in these children is better than any summer job |
could have at home. There was not one child in my cabin last year who did mnaddeaething from the
experiencand many of them told me it was the best week of their life.

Thank you smuch for supporting the YOC program; it obviously benefits-ttizyear olds, but
it has certainly had an impact on my life as well.

Jaci GoodwirElizabeth
Wirt Co. High School

First, | want to start off by saying thank you for rimakit possible for me to come and work at
camp this summer. Your support makes a difference not just to one kid, but to hundreds. When | first
came to camp, | was a camper and | was so nervous. | had no ideaérak erove into the open gate
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at Horseshoe. And I truly thank you for all of them.
Sncerely,

Jamie Leigh ReicheRineville
Concord University

This is my first year volunteering for YOC. | wanted to come back to try to make camp as life
changing as it has been for me. Though this is only my first year vaimgtéar YOC, | am very excited
to see how much the campers develop and learn while here at Camp Horseshoe. | know personally it has
changed my life and | only hope to give these kids the same experience. Thank you very much for the
funding.
GAKY ¢ ¢ & fPardbhst Ay G S
Tucker Co. High School

Your investment in YOC Camp is well worth it for the chilghaimds down. This camp changed
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because they had to leave this place.

The YOC camps bring children who have been abused, neglected, raped, and beaten to this place
andtheygéd | aSyasS 27F arF¥Sidex 4G tSrad F2NI I 6SS1 o L
some of them change dramatically here. They are so happy by the end of the week, and during awards,
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| watched a camper (Zach J.) during the award ceremony. He was amazed when we gave him
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Zachary SnydeParsons
AldersonBroaddus College
Marshall University
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Dining Hall at Camp Horseshoe, supports the YOC goal. The YOC campers learn throughout the week
that life is more than material; it is about diligence, respacd love. Although the campers learn this
slowly, by the end of the week, they are changed youth.
In turn, those youth wikomedaygrow to be adultg; adults who change the world. Without this
experience to grow, the campers may never reach tieirf L2 G Sy G A £ ® CKIFiQa sKe
Camp will impact their lives, as well as those in the current society. So, thank you, from the bottom of
my heart.
Meredith RunkleCatonsville, MD
Heritage Instructional Services

Hdlo, my name is James Hensley. | will be a senior next year at RCHS. | volunteered a week at
YOC Camp because it is a requirement for the Youth Action Council. That week changed my life!
| saw kids who were underprivileged and it made me think how gbade it made and how
upsetting it is to see kids struggle for basic needs. Some boys in my cabin came with nothing more than
the clothes on their backs. | put my full effort into making their YOC experience the best | could. | got
attached to them ad when they left, | was very distraught.
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like to spend my time, than helping and supporting the YOC cause.
Is the investment worth it? Absolutely! Thisp OS YI 1S&a OKIFIy3Sa Ay (AR&aAQ
gK2 @g2dZ R ONEB |yR ¢g2dz RyQid GFft]1 G2 lyez2ySo b2g
The future is the youth and YOC prepares the youth for the future.
JamedHensley, Newton
Roane Co. HigBchool




This is my first year working with YMCA Camp Horseshoe. | heard it was a program that really
helpedchange the lives of children, and would change mine as well. | took it with a grain of salt and
worked, not seeing how much of a differenceuldanake. | worked mostly with the younger age
groups, so it was fun coming up with new ways to get them excited about things such as brushing their
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for a week, they can escape the abuse, neglect, and sadness in their lives and enjoy this little slice of
heaven and just be a kid.
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get the chance to visit you should make your way over and see that it truly is almost heaven. Thank you
so much for your support.

Allison GastiMorgantown
Fairmont State Univeiiy
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